PREVENT WEST NILE VIRUS!

Eliminate Common Backyard Mosquito Breeding Sources.

West Nile virusis transmitted to people and animals standing water that lasts more than four days. Weeds, tall
by infected mosquitoes. Only certain species of grass and shrubbery provide an outdoor home for adult
72~ mosquitoes carry the virus. Most people who mosquitoes, which may also enter houses through
are infected with West Nile virus have no unscreened windows or doors, or broken screens.

symptoms, and are not affected by the virus. Many kinds of mosquitoes will breed in discarded tires,
However, about 20% of infected persons may develop a buckets, cans, pots, bird baths, pet dishes, and other things
flu-like illness. Some symptoms may last from afew days that may hold rain or sprinkler water.

to severa weeks and may include fever, headache, nausea,

body aches, swollen glands and skin rash, You can and should reduce the number of mosquitoes

around your home:

In rare cases, the disease will progressto meningitis «  Avoid outside activity at dusk and dawn during pesk
(!nflammat!on of the bra!n and spinal cord) or er_wcephalltls mosquito season (May through October). This s
(mflam_manon OT t_he b_ral n). The elderly are par_tlcul_arly particularly important for the elderly and small children.
susceptible to clinical illness caused by West Nile virus. Wear protective clothing (long pants and long Sleeves)
The time between the mosguito bite and the onset of and apply insect repellent when outside.

iliness, known as the incubation period, ranges from three «  Make sure that doors and windows have tight fitting

to 15 daysin humans. There is no specific treatment for screens. Repair or replace screens that have tears or
infection with West Nile virus, though supportive care is holes in them.

important.

o ' » Drain al standing water on private property and stock
You can take steps to prevent West Nile virus, particularly permanent ponds with fish that eat mosquito larvae.
by removing standing water around your home where

mosqitoes can breed. Mosquitoes can develop in any e Change water in flower pots, bird baths and pet dishes

located outdoors at least twice per week.

How many breeding sites can you find?

Poorly maintained ponds
and swimming pools
can be breeding sites

Mosquitoes will breed
in any untreated water.

Clogged gutters will accumulate s
water and create a place for
mosquitoes to breed.

Uncovered refuse containers
and junk piles collect water in which
mosquitoes can breed.

Items such as toys, tires
and gardening tools,

when filled with water,
can breed mosquitoes.

Clean up leaf litter but do not ‘ W Crawl spaces, attic vents
- ™ and broken screens allow

mosquitoes to enter your home.

leaves and other yard waste into
the gutter or storm drain because it
prevents water from flowing and
creates ponds that give mosquitoes
a place to lay eggs and develop.

Leaky faucets provide
water in which mosquitoes
can breed.

For general information on West Nile virus call the State Public Health Hotline at: N
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